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What a child 

digs for is his 

own posses-

sion; what is 

poured into 

his ear, like 

the idle song 

of a pleasant 

singer, floats 

out as lightly 

as it came in, 

and is rarely 

assimilated.  

           Charlotte      

   Mason  

 

UPCOMING 

ENRICHMENT 

EXCURSIONS  
 
11/2 * 

Butterfly House  

 

 

11/9 

Botanical Garden  

 

 

11/16 * 

Litzsinger Road  

Ecology Center  

 

 

11/30 

Saint Louis Art 

Museum  

 

 

 

*  PreKclass included 

 To undertake constructing a  scheme 

of educating children which is rooted in the 
truths of Scripture, which will meet the needs 
of children from various backgrounds and of 
varying abilities, which not only educates, but 
equips, challenges, and inspires, is no small 
task.  Indeed some believe it an insurmount-
able one.  Yet achieving this end is exactly 
what we aim to do, what we must do.   
 Where do we start?  We must begin 

with the child.  I am convinced that  even 
more than a better method of educating chil-
dren we need a truer conception of children.  
One of the foundational ideas behind the pro-
gram at South City Community School is that 
the child is born a person.  We have assumed, 
likely even been taught, that children are the 

products of their environment, their educa-

tion, their heredity.  We have forgotten that 
they are persons, made in the image of God.  
Inexperienced, ignorant, yes, but incomplete, 
undeveloped, no.  As image bearers they have 
potentialities as great as our own.  British edu-
cator Charlotte Mason writes, 
 
As soon as he gets words with which to communicate 

with us, a child lets us know what he thinks with  
surprising clearness and directness, that he sees with 

a closeness of observation that we have long lost, 

that he enjoys and that he sorrows with an intensity  

we have ceased to experience, that he loves with an 

abandon and a confidence which, alas, we do not 

share, that he imagines with a fecundity no artist 

among us can approach, that he acquires intellectual 

Educating Our Children  

knowledge and mechanical skill at a rate so amazing, 

that could the infantõs rate of progress be kept up till 

manhood, he would surely appropriate the whole 

field of knowledge in a single lifetime! 

 

This is no idealized view of the child.  We 
must see the child for what he isñfallen, but 
redeemed.  To see the child for less than what 
he is is to despise him, regardless of how kind 
and well intentioned our motive.   

What does this look like in an academic pro-
gram?  Children are given a curriculum not 
only broad, but deep.  They are offered a cur-
riculum rich in ideas rather than one filled 
merely with child-sized facts.  They are given 
the opportunity to reflect upon and talk about 

things which can rarely be measured by a stan-
dardized test. They are not  spoon-fed infor-

mation, in groups of similarly-abled peers, but 
guided in the development of their natural abil-
ity to attend and observe, to ponder, and in-
vestigate on their own and with their very dif-
ferent and equally unique classmates.  They are 
expected, and indeed do, take responsibility 
and most often delight in their learning.  They 
are not motivated, cajoled or bribed into 
learning with stickers, prizes, or bribes be-

cause their great inheritance- all that God has 
made-  is so great and it is theirs for the dis-
covering.   
 
Aspects and distinctives of the curriculum and 
method at South City Community School will 
be discussed in upcoming issues of The Gate-
way.    

           Rebekah Brown  



 T H E  G A T E W A Y  

On Wednesday, October 3, the classes en-

joyed the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestraõs 

version of the story of Babar the Little Ele-

phant  at Powell Hall.  We were also treated 
to Mozartõs Paris Symphony followed by a tea 

party back at the school.  Weõd like to share 

some of the childrenõs comments 

about the excursion:  

 

I liked the story of Babar, espe-
cially when the King of the Ele-

phants ate the poisonous mush-

room and when Babar went to the 
tea shop. 

 
My favorite music was Mozartõs 

symphony.  It was so fun to pre-
tend that I was conducting the or-

chestra. 

 
I liked watching all the bows on 

the violins go zip, zip, zip! 
 

Powell Hall is beautiful; like a wedding 

place. 
 

I loved the chandeliers.  Those are the lights. 

 

Mozart writes the most loveliest music of 
anybody! 

 

I think the harp was the prettiest instrument.  
 

The scary part was when the hunters came 

and shot Babarõs mother.  That was when 

they made the music scary. 
 

Powell Hall is gorgeous. 

 
I wish I could play the drums. 

 
The music was so beautiful.  It just made me 

so sad sometimes.  And sometimes happy. 

 
 

Education is not the filling of a bucket  
but the lighting of a fire.  

William Butler Yeats  

Self Portrait 

Janie Caudell, PreK 

SCCS Open House  

 

An Open House for 

prospective parents is 

scheduled for  Tuesday, 

11/27 from 7-8 pm at 

the school.  There will 

be a short presentation, 

time for questions and 

answers, and refresh-

ments will be served.  

From 10-11 am the fol-

lowing day (Wed., 

11/28) visitors may join 

the children in their 

classrooms to see how 

we spend our mornings. 

 

Please think of families 

you know who may be 

interested.  More infor-

mation as well as an 

invitation for SCCS 

families to distribute 

will follow.  

Community 

Evening  

Tuesday,  

November 13 

6pm  

Mark your  
Calendars.   

More details to 
follow.  



 
 Would you like to              
  sing along with your 

  child the songs   

  learned in Spanish 

  class?    

 
Canción de los colores 

(Colors song) 
Sung to the tune of  

Frere Jacques 

 
 Red is rojo,  
red is   rojo.  

Blue azul,  

blue azul.  

Yellow amarillo,  

yellow amarillo.  
Verde green,  

verde green.  

~ 
Objetos de la clase   

(Class objects)  

La mesa:  table  

La silla:  chair  

La puerta:  door  

La ventana:  window  

El lápiz:  pencil  

El papel:  paper  

La goma:  glue 

Las tijeras:  scissors 

Community Offerings 
World Bird Sanctuary 

Owl Prowl  
Spend an evening with 

World Bird Sanctuary 

Naturalists as they intro-

duce you to a variety of owl 

species.  Take a night hike 
and try to call a wild owl.  

Call for reservations:  

636.225.4390 ext. 0  

Welcome to the newest 

addition to our faculty ~ Music 

teacher, Mrs. Mandy Koch!   

Mrs. Koch brings with her de-

gree in Vocal Performance and 

her background in teaching 

music to the elementary 

grades, a love of children and a 

desire to share her passion for 

music.    

Mrs. Kochõs music classes are 

held on Wednesday mornings.  

We are so pleased to have her 

join our SCCS family.  

 

 

Book review  

The Celebration of Discipline 
                            by Richard Foster 

 

 A mind once stretched by a new idea never 

regains its original dimension wrote Oliver 
Wendell Holmes.  One idea which has pro-

foundly impacted my thinking and my life 

came from reading Emotionally Spiritually 

Healthy by Peter Scazzero.  In it, the author 

bemoans the fact that many of us seem to be 

constantly preoccupied with doing for God 

rather than being with God.  It was so easy 

for me to think in terms of living FOR 

Christ, serving Him and loving Him, trying to 

measure my life within the bounds of (at 

least what seemed to me) a measurable sys-

tem. Yet clearly 

the gos- pels teach 

us to abide in 

the vine (John 

15:5) and that 

through Him and in 

Him we live and 

move and exist 

(Acts 17:28).  

Living FROM 

Christ was the 

idea which 

seized me and 

spurred me to 

search for a better understanding of what  a 

life of abiding in Christ truly meant.   The 

letters of Paul tell us that our fruit demon-

strates whether we walk by the Spirit or by 

the flesh.  But how does one actually abide 

in the Son?  It is true that apart from Christ, 

we can do nothing.   The way in which we 

choose to live are the habits which the 

church has termed for centuries the Spiritual 

Disciplines.  As Charlotte Mason spoke of 

education as a discipline, so too is our jour-

ney in Christ.  As the habits of attention and 

responsibility are required in order to learn, 

our spiritual habits enable us to hear, to lis-

ten, to obey and live from Him as His Divine 

Center moves in us and our flesh is daily 

crucified in Him.   

In his book Celebration of Discipline, Foster 

opens with these words  
 Superficiality is the curse of our age.  

 The doctrine of instant satisfaction  

 is a primary spiritual problem.  The  

 desperate need today is not for a 

 greater number of intelligent people,  

 or gifted people, but for deep people. 

He cautions us to not take on the spiritual 

disciplines as chains which enslave, but  

 

 

rather habits which prove liberating.    

Foster writes,  
 Jesus diagnosed the Apostle 

 Peterõs problem this way:  ôThe 

 spirit is willing, but the flesh is 

 weak.õ  His statement graph- 

 Ically depicts the situation for 

 many of us:  Though we want 

 to do what is right, we seem 

 unable.  

The Scriptures show us how òthe 

flesh can be brought into a working 

harmony with the spirit in obedi-

ence to the ways of Godó and in the 

context of contemporary life. Cele-

bration of Discipline describes this 

journey, calling us òto move beyond 

surface living and into the depths.ó 
 

        Rebekah Brown 

 

Welcome to Ian Matthias Mohler, 

born to SCCS Board Member, Ka-

tie Mohler, husband Jacob, and big 

sister Emma on Saturday, October 20.  
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It is the mission of South City 

Community School to cooperate 
with families in providing a Christ-

centered education that challenges 
the whole child to discover Godõs 

truth, to love learning, and to re-

late knowledge with action.  Our 

purpose is to inspire children to 

embrace and flourish in their God-
given calling as His image bearers 

and to go forth as agents for truth 
and reconciliation in their  

community.  We have an inten-

tional mission to underprivileged  

children and families of St. Louis 

City. 

We welcome your  
submissions, responses, 

or questions.   

Send to:   
Rebekah Brown at  

rab1210@gmail.com  

 

 

 

My favorite weather day is snowy.  I like to throw 

snowballs at Daddy.  
Maggie Maichel, PreK 

Chapel Schedule 

Please join us for Chapel each 

Wednesday at 8:15 am in the Me-

morial Chapel, 4th floor.  Each 

week a guest from the community 

will share with us.  Families are wel-

come to attend. 

November 7  

Greg Roig, Worship Director 

Old Orchard Church 

 
November 14  

Megan Philip. Sunday School Coordinator 

Old Orchard Church 

 

November 28  

Jason Dohring, Youth and Family Pastor,  

Good Shepherd Pres. 

 

December 5  

Luke Bobo, Professor  

Lindenwood University 

 

December 12  

Jay Simmons, Pastor 

South City Community Church 

 

December 19  

Lindsay Perkins, Board Member 

South City Community School 

Ruby Lace Honey Locust 

Nature Study 

Sanaa McCall 

Self-Portrait 

Gabriel Kuhlman, PreK 


