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He who 

works with 

his hands is 

a laborer.  

He who 

works with 

his hands 

and his head 

is a crafts-

man.  He 

who works 

with his 

hands and 

his head and 

heart is an 

artist.  
 

St.  Francis  

 of Assisi  

Leaf Painting, Art 

Calvin DeMaggio,K 

We know that food is to the body what fuel is to the steam engine, the sole source of en-

ergy; once we realize that the mind too works only as it is fed, education will appear to us 

in a new light. . . For the mind is capable of dealing with only one kind of food; it lives, 

grows and is nourished upon ideas only; mere information is to it as a meal of sawdust to 

the body. . . What is an idea?  We all know how an idea ôstrikes,õ ôseizes,õ ôcatches hold of,õ 

ôimpressesõ us and at last, if it be big enough, ôpossessesõ us; in a word, behaves like an 

entity. 
 Written almost a century ago by British educator, Charlotte Mason, 

these words challenged the educational establishment as they do now.  This 

is an idea which may seem to be a matter of course, and yet we seem all too 
quick to forget it.  Education is rife with the presentation of information de-

void of ideas which inspire, ideas which matter, ideas which cause the mind 

of the student to leap beyond the original idea and wonder and generate a 

wealth of new ones. Rather , in our classrooms, information is king.  But the 

life of the mind cannot exist in the taking in and giving back of dry facts, nor 
in listening to òdressed upó information meant to entertain.  Of course edu-

cation must involve the mastery of content, including facts, but why is it so 

often limited to this kind of drudgery?  Why do we believe the young child 

incapable of thinking and so give him work in which the content is so wa-
tered down that there is no thinking left to do?  The education of the young 

child should be one in which the mind is challenged, the imagination stirred, 

creativity nourished, the soul enflamed.  Indeed, Mason writes, òa morning 

void of ideas is a morning wasted.ó   

 How we at SCCS endeavor to avoid the wasted morning will be the 
subject of the January edition of The Gateway. 

    

                  Rebekah Brown 

The Power of Ideas 
2nd in a series on Educating Our Children 



 T H E  G A T E W A Y  

Before my 

hand  

awakens,  

my heart 

must 

quench. 
 

     Paul Klee  

 Training the Hand and  

    Feeding the Spirit  
     ART WITH ANNE WOODARD 
 
 Once a week students gather for Art class 
with teacher, Anne Woodard.  One of the great-

est gifts Anne gives her students is her conviction 

that every child can learn to draw skillfully and 
creatively.   

 òAt some point in my teaching career, I 
picked up the book Drawing with Children by Mona Brookes.  She developed 

this method of teaching basic drawing skills.  It has changed the way I teach 

art because the results are so amazing and encouraging for the children.ó 
 Learning to draw begins with the five elements of drawing:  lines, 

circles, dots, curves, and angles.  With these tools a child can learn to draw 
anything.  The trick is to learn to see those elements in the objects being 

drawn.  By building upon the crucial skills of observation and attention being 

developed in the regular classroom, Anne extends those habits and uses 

them to develop the skill of the hand to reproduce what it sees with the 

eye.     
 One of the foundational purposes of the Art curriculum at South 

City Community School is to help students understand the difference be-
tween craft (application of a skill) and art (interpretation of a truth) and 

how the two are related.  Anne does this by beginning with the fundamental 

elements of art and technique which, as the students move through the pro-
gram during their years at SCCS, will be paired with creative exploration of 

ideas. Through art instruction, as well as the study of the great Mas-
ters, the students are equipped with a vocabulary of art and the prac-

tice of techniques, and they become more open to appreciating and 
making art.  They are inspired to move from reproducing pieces to 

creating meaningful and original expressions.  As the studentsõ passion 

for art is cultivated, they begin to experience not only the love of 

seeing art, but creating it.    

 Art draws upon, generates, and communicates ideas.  It is 
a relationship with everything around us-self, others, creation, and 

God-a beautiful extension of the methodology of South City  
Community School. 
      Rebekah Brown 
 
Your childõs work in Art Class is kept in a portfolio for the means of tracking 

and assessing progress.   A number of samples will be exhibited in May at the 

Arts Festival.  All items will be sent home with the child at the end of the 

school year. 

Turkey, Art  

Graphite and Crayon 

Adde Tudor, PreK 

Pumpkin and Candle, Art 

Graphite and  

 Watercolor Crayon 

Sawyer Ludwig, 1st 



 

Book review  

 

 

Community Offerings 
 

Holidays at the Butterfly House  

Camp Bugaloo  

 
Each ninety minute class will include science, 

math, and language development activities for 

children ages 2, 3 and 4.  Price of admission in-
cludes one child and one adult.  Visit 

www.butterflyhouse.org for more details on 

December, January, and February Camp Buga-

loo. 

Wolf Programs at the  

Wolf Sanctuary  

 
For visitors over 5 years of age, two different 

wolf programs are available at the Wolf Sanctu-

ary during the month of December.  Join the 
volunteers for storytelling around the campfire, 

or a movie about life in a wolf pack.  Following 

will be a 1/2 mile hike to wolf enclosures and 

hopefully, a chance to hear the wolves howl.  

Hot chocolate and cookies will be available after 
the hike. 

Visit www.wolfsanctuary.org for more details. 

Charlotte Mason Reviewed 
   by Jenny King 
 

  Charlotte Mason wrote, òWe 

  have no unifying principle, no 

  definite aim; in fact, no philoso-

  phy of education,ó when she first 

  began to put forth her ideas  

  on education in 1886.  

   

 

Jenny King notes in her 1982 book, Charlotte Mason 

Reviewed, that in many ways our present age still 

finds us struggling with the same issue. 

  

 We are surrounded by voices crying  

 first for one reform and then for  

 another, a little here and a little there.   

 Energies and finances are dissipated  

 in a welter of theory, while what we  

 seek, an education that draws out  

 the best of every child and builds a  

 nation of responsible citizens, eludes  

 us at every turn of the road. 

 

More money, more rigorous testing, more teach-

ers, more governmental involvementñthe solution 

does not lie here., as practice and history have 

clearly shown us.  Rather the solution lies some-
where elseð in a philosophy of education based 

upon Truth, which takes into consideration the 

child as a person, which is grounded upon a meth-

odology which has been tried and proven in differ-

ent countries, in different ages, with children of 

varying socioeconomic and intellectual levels. 

 
Jenny King, a graduate of the Charlotte Mason Col-

lege in 1935, taught and served as principal of a 

school in England for almost 40 years.  Her book is 

a short (60 pages) and accessible overview of the 

ideas and practices of Mason in a school setting.  

 

   Rebekah Brown 
 

A copy of Charlotte Mason Reviewed is available 

for loan in the school office. 

 Family Workshops  

at the Art Museum  
 

Discover art with your child on a visit to the 

Museumõs galleries for inspiration, then create a 
masterpiece together. 

 

December 29:  A Party in a Picture 

    10:30-12:00 pm 
 

Visit www.slam.org for more information. 



 

It is the mission of South City Com-

munity School to cooperate with fami-

lies in providing a Christ-centered 

education that challenges the whole 

child to discover Godõs truth, to love 

learning, and to relate knowledge with 

action.  Our purpose is to inspire chil-

dren to embrace and flourish in their 

God-given calling as His image bearers 

and to go forth as agents for truth and 

reconciliation in their  

community.  We have an intentional 

mission to underprivileged  

children and families of St. Louis City. 

 
We welcome your  

submissions, responses, 

or questions.   
Send to:   

Rebekah Brown at  

rab1210@gmail.com  

620 North Grand Blvd., Saint Louis, MO 63103 ~ 314.374.0082  

www.sccommunityschool.org  

 

 

 

Chapel Schedule 

Please join us for Chapel each 

Wednesday at 8:15 am in the Me-

morial Chapel, 4th floor.  Each 

week a guest from the community 

will share with us.  Families are wel-

come to attend. 

 

January 9 

Sarah Huisman, Board Member 

South City Community School 

 

January 16 

Vicky Swyers, Minister to Children  

and Youth, Third Baptist Church 

 

January 23 

Andrew Vander Maas, Pastor 

Crossroads Presbyterian Fellowship 

 

January 30 

Kevin Vanden Brink, Pastor 

New City Fellowship South 

 

February 6  

Graham Waterhouse,  

Dir. of Childrenõs Ministry 

Kirk of the Hills 
 

 
Send in your 
box tops to 
earn money 

for our school  
and be sure 
to click on  
the school 
name when 
shopping 
online at  
selected 
stores.  

 
www. boxtopsmarketplace.com  

Pumpkin and Candle, Art  

Graphite and  

    Watercolor Crayon 

Michelle Krahling, K 

Candle, Art  

Graphite and  

   Watercolor Crayon 

Audrey Steele, PreK 


